Supratentorial astrocytomas of the midline in childhood--a review of treatment and prognosis.
Supratentorial astrocytomas in childhood are rare. In our series of 47 children (1979-1983) suffering from intracerebral tumors we observed three with astrocytomas situated in the midline. They had invaded the walls of the ventricles and caused hydrocephalus. The children were operated on by a right transventricular approach. We succeeded in total tumor removal in two cases and these children are well. One child (only subtotal extirpation had been possible) died. In our opinion, resignation is unfounded in such cases.